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A 3kW Flex PowerPlay 
smart solar home 
system valued at

$7999
Offer open to Australian residents. 
Details page 2.
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WORDS Verity Campbell

ONE OF THE GREAT THINGS ABOUT 
Sustainable House Day is that you get to see 
inside an ESD (environmentally sustainable 
design) home and quiz the owners about 
what they did, why, and how it’s working 
out for them. This is particularly useful if 
you’re considering an eco-renovation or 
new build, or have a particular interest in 

a material or technology applied in that 
home.
 But perhaps you’d like to go past the 
quick look-see, and get a better idea of the 
experience of living in the house? See what 
the natural light is like throughout the 
day, and how the house performs during 
summer, or winter? If you could experience 

all these things, how might they translate 
into your own project?
 Expert guidance from ESD architects, 
designers and consultants can help, but 
there is another possibility.
 How about staying in an eco home? A 
weekend in a well-designed ESD home is 
welcome respite from the ubiquitous leaky 

Sustainable 
stays Make your next getaway a stay in an eco 

home and pick up valuable ideas for your 
own green renovation or build.
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SUSTAINABLE STAYSOUTDOORS

holiday rental, and an inexpensive – and 
pleasant – way to research  your project.
 Putting aside 'green' hotels or resorts, 
which don’t replicate the at-home 
experience, finding ESD holiday houses 
is becoming easier. And, of course, it all 
happens online.
 While the biggest accommodation 
aggregate sites like Airbnb and Stayz don’t 
allow you to search by eco-friendly terms 
(yet), they do have sustainable homes 
listed. Find them via your favourite search 
engine using terms like “earthhouse 
holiday house”, “rammed earth holiday 
house”, “sustainable holiday house”, “eco 
holiday rental” and so on. You can restrict 
your search to a specific site by adding 
“site:airbnb.com.au” to the end of your 
search term (as an example). Alternatively, 
there are a growing number of specialist 
eco and design accommodation websites 
worth perusing. Some of our favourite sites 
include:

GREEN GETAWAYS AUSTRALIA
Australia’s first eco-accommodation website 
directory aiming to recognise operators who 
take environmental sustainability seriously. 
Listing on the site is by selection only. 
Properties include: the Yondah Beach House 
on the Yorke Peninsula (SA), which is fully 
self-sufficient and registered as a butterfly 
site; the Trig (Tasmania), a recycled 
shipping container; Permanent Camping 
in Mudgee (NSW), a self-sufficient recycled 
timber mini tower; and the rammed-earth 
Wompoo Eco Retreat in the Daintree (QLD), 
air-con free and designed to catch breezes.
www.greengetaways.com.au

RAMMED EARTH BUILDER
This site’s ‘Rammed Earth Holidays’ page 
has a list of places throughout Australia 
where you can stay in rammed earth holiday 
rentals to try before you build. There’s a 
flash looking rammed earth property at 
Seal Rocks (NSW) and a rammed earth and 
timber home in Pemberton (WA).
www.rammedearthbuilder.com.au

ECO PROPERTY
This start-up site lists properties for 
holiday rentals, sale, and lease all around 
Australia. Holiday listings are few at this 
stage, but there’s a good level of detailed 
eco information on each property. Worth 
keeping an eye on.
www.ecoproperty.com

UNYOKED (TINY HOUSES)
An essential consideration for sustainable 
home builders is footprint, and the Tiny 
House movement champions teeny ones. 
To be considered ‘tiny’, homes need to 
be between seven and 35 square metres, 
generate their own electricity, and be 
transportable. Getting to experience a 
well-designed tiny home, if only for a night 
or two, could help you decide whether 
radically paring down is for you. At the 
very least you might pick up some tips 
you could apply to a standard-sized home. 
Unyoked offers tiny holiday home rentals 
set in the wilderness. At the time of print 
there are only six homes on offer, but they’re 
planning many more.
www.unyoked.co
a

vx

If dreaming alone could make it so, we'd be 
staying in this intriguing residence in the 
tiny Swiss mountain village of Vals, available 
for holiday rental via PlansMatter. Dutch 
architects SeARCH and CMA set out "to 
completely integrate the villa into the 
landscape to avoid disturbing the unspoiled 
nature." Behind the amazing inset facade, 
four bedrooms, kitchen and a cosy living 
room are spread over two and a half levels 
under the hillside. The interior design, 
furniture and fittings showcase the work of 
a range of Dutch designers, including 
Jeroen van Mechelen of Studio JvM whose 
cardboard vaulting for the downstairs 
bedroom-library is reminiscent of a 
cathedral, softening the concrete interior. 
Images: PlansMatter
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TIPS 
To make the most of your stay, consider the 
following:
–  Know what you want to find out. Select 

the accommodation that ticks the boxes in 
terms of what you’re hoping to achieve in 
your project, then ask the right questions 
about the home before you put down the 
deposit.

–  Ask to meet the owners. There’s no 
replacement for having someone willing 
to show you around and give you some 
background upon your arrival. Most of 
the people who build eco homes care 
deeply about them and are proud of 
their environmental initiatives – they’re 
usually willing to walk you through their 
properties if they can. This is particularly 
so for properties listed on sites like Green 
Getaways.

–  Visit at the right time of year. If you live 
in a mild climate (like the southern parts 
of Australia), plan a visit in winter so you 
can see how the house performs under 
more challenging conditions. Likewise, for 
northern Australia, try out well-designed 
eco “troppo” accommodation when 
it will really be tested. Ask the home 
owners when are the best times to see the 
property in action.

j

Set on a hundred-acre property with views of the sea, the Magney House on the NSW South 
Coast is a much-awarded example of sound sustainable design in action. You can rent it via 
PlansMatter; it's also listed on Stayz and Airbnb. Image: Magney family

j

New venture Unyoked is giving people the chance to try out the dream of living in a tiny house. This one, nicknamed "Miguel", sits in a 
secluded bit of bush outside Sydney and is accessed via dirt roads and a 200m walk through the forest. Images: Unyoked

SUSTAINABLE STAYSOUTDOORS
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Verity Campbell is a writer and 
communications and marketing consultant. 
She dreams of living in a tiny home.

MORE IDEAS FOR THE  
ARCHITECTURE BUFFS
Most of us want to enjoy the benefits of 
best-practice ESD homes, but we also 
appreciate elegance and beauty. When 
the two come together in the hands of 
experienced and talented architects or 
designers, that’s worth travelling to see.
 Take the Magney house, one of 
the projects listed on architecture 
accommodation website, PlansMatter 
(www.plansmatter.com). This Glenn 
Murcutt-designed house reflects his 
approach to sustainability which is to 
“touch the earth lightly”. The house is 
located on the NSW South Coast and has 
won multiple national and international 
awards. It now operates as an informal 

not-for-profit, with income spent on 
maintaining and restoring the house and 
its 100 acre property. This best-in-class 
example of passive design and reverse 
brick veneer principles in action was built 
before many of us were even in nappies. 
plansmatter.com/view-rentals/magney-
house-bingie-nsw-australia  

j

The Trig is one of the varied sustainable 
offerings on the Green Getaways Australia 
website. On the slopes of Mt Arthur, just 
outside Launceston in northern Tasmania, 
the one-bedroom house is built around a 
recycled shipping container and features 
local materials and locally-crafted fittings 
and furnishings. Solar and micro-hydro 
systems help provide guests' electricity 
needs. Image: Scott Gelston

Further reading 
If you're looking for sustainable 
hotels, hostels and camp grounds, see 
ReNew issue 126 which provides a 
comprehensive guide. 


